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47 CFR Ch. I (10–1–00 Edition)§ 73.1660

§ 73.1660 Acceptability of broadcast
transmitters.

(a) An AM, FM, LPFM, TV or Class A
TV transmitter shall be verified for
compliance with the requirements of
this part following the procedures de-
scribed in part 2 of the FCC rules.

(b) A permittee or licensee planning
to modify a transmitter which has been
approved by the FCC or verified for
compliance must follow the require-
ments contained in § 73.1690.

(c) A transmitter which was in use
prior to January 30, 1955, may continue
to be used by the licensee, and succes-
sors or assignees, if it continues to
comply with the technical require-
ments for the type of station at which
it is used.

(d) AM stereophonic exciter-genera-
tors for interfacing with approved or
verified AM transmitters may be cer-
tified upon request from any manufac-
turer in accordance with the proce-
dures described in part 2 of the FCC
rules. Broadcast licensees may modify
their certified AM stereophonic ex-
citer-generators in accordance with
§ 73.1690.

(e) Additional rules covering certifi-
cation and verification, modification of
authorized transmitters, and with-
drawal of a grant of authorization are
contained in part 2 of the FCC rules.

[63 FR 36604, July 7, 1998, as amended at 65
FR 30004, May 10, 2000]

§ 73.1665 Main transmitters.

(a) Each AM, FM, TV and Class A TV
broadcast station must have at least
one main transmitter which complies
with the provisions of the transmitter
technical requirements for the type
and class of station. A main trans-
mitter is one which is used for regular
program service having power ratings
appropriate for the authorized oper-
ating power(s).

(b) There is no maximum power rat-
ing limit for FM, TV or Class A TV sta-
tion transmitters, however, the max-
imum rated transmitter power of a
main transmitter stalled at an AM sta-
tion shall be as follows:

Authorized power

Maximum
rated

transmitter
power (kW)

0.25, 0.5, or 1 kW .............................................. 1
2.5 kW ............................................................... 5
5 or 10 kW ......................................................... 10
25 or 50 kW ....................................................... 50

(c) A licensee may, without further
authority or notification to the FCC,
replace an existing main transmitter
or install additional main trans-
mitter(s) for use with the authorized
antenna if the replacement or addi-
tional transmitter(s) has been verified
for compliance. Within 10 days after
commencement of regular use of the
replacement or additional trans-
mitter(s), equipment performance
measurements, as prescribed for the
type of station are to be completed.

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (C): Pending the avail-
ability of AM broadcast transmitters that
are approved or verified for use in the 1605–
1705 kHz band, transmitters that are ap-
proved or verified for use in the 535–1605 kHz
band may be utilized in the 1605–1705 kHz
band if it is shown that the requirements of
§ 73.44 have been met. Verification or FCC ap-
proval of the transmitter will supersede the
applicability of this note.

[43 FR 53741, Nov. 17, 1978, as amended at 47
FR 8590, Mar. 1, 1982; 47 FR 28388, June 30,
1982; 49 FR 4000, Feb. 1, 1984; 51 FR 18451, May
20, 1986; 56 FR 64872, Dec. 12, 1991; 63 FR 36604,
July 7, 1998; 65 FR 30004, May 10, 2000]

§ 73.1670 Auxiliary transmitters.

(a) A licensee of a broadcast station
may, without further authority from
the FCC, install and use with the main
antenna system one or more auxiliary
transmitters for the following pur-
poses:

(1) The transmission of regular pro-
grams upon failure of the main trans-
mitter.

(2) The transmission of regular pro-
grams during maintenance or modifica-
tion of the main transmitter.

(3) Emergency broadcast system op-
eration.

(4) The transmission of regular pro-
grams by an AM station authorized for
Presunrise (PSRA) and/or Postsunset
(PSSA) operation.

(5) The transmission of tests to deter-
mine the operating condition of the
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